
July 2017

A Primer



1 What is a Regional Centre of Expertise
for Sustainability Education?
An initiative of the United Nations University, there are 154 Regional Centres* of Expertise 
(RCEs) on Sustainability Education around the world, including eight in Canada and three in 
Ontario (Toronto, Sudbury and the Kawarthas). RCEs are networks of educational institu-
tions, community organizations, governments, businesses, and other partners that work 
together to advance sustainability education. The image below illustrates what an RCE
network can look like.

*Please note that the term “Centre” refers to the whole region.

Figure 1: COLLABORATIVE LINKS OF AN RCE
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Source: United Nations University Institute for the Advanced Study of Sustainability (UNU-IAS). Building a Resilient Future through
                  Multi-stakeholder Learning and Action: Ten Years of Regional Centres of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development (2014)

2 What Role do RCEs Play?
Regional Centres of Expertise help to implement United Nations Sustainability 
Education goals at the local level in the following ways: 

• Bringing together multi-sectoral and interdisciplinary members to create solutions to 
sustainability challenges through dialogue, education and learning. 

• Supporting local knowledge transfer and best practices sharing globally, and helping 
to adapt and apply lessons learned in other regions.  

• Playing a central role in the transfer of global technologies, knowledge, and 
experiences through local programs and activities.

• They are highly influential: able to test policies to bring to scale for policy makers, and 
can provide advice on future actions.



In 2015, the United Nations passed the Global Action Program for Education for Sustainable 
Development worldwide. RCEs support the five priority areas of the UN Global Action Program to:

• Integrate sustainability into international and national education policies;
• Have teaching content, methods, campus, and facility management in line with sustainability;
• Strengthen the capacity of educators, trainers, and other change agents to become learning 

facilitators for sustainability;
• Support youth in their role as change agents for sustainability; and,
• Accelerate the search for sustainable solutions at the local level. 

Overall, the Global Action Program is intended to advance the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals to 2030 through education in all its forms. The 17 goals include an end to poverty, protecting the 
planet, and ensuring prosperity for all. Each goal has specific targets to be achieved over 15 years. The
image below illustrates the 17 goals.

Figure 2: UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS | 2030

Source: United Nations. Sustainable Development Goals (2014)

w To find out more the UN SD Goals, visit:  sustainabledevelopment.un.org

w To find out more about the Global RCE Network, visit:  rcenetwork.org



3 RCEs Around the World
Here are some examples of the work of RCEs from different parts of the world:
 

• Greater Portland Sustainability Education Network: GPSEN is a multi-sector 
network of educators, students, non-profits, political and industry leaders, 
organizations, and community members collaborating to promote sustainability 
education in the Portland Metro region, including Clackamas, Multnomah,

    Washington, and Clark counties. For more information, please visit: gpsen.org
• Regional Centre of Expertise Saskatchewan: The RCE on Education for Sustainable 

Development in Saskatchewan seeks to transform education for sustainability in the
    region. For more information, please visit: saskrce.ca
• Regional Centre of Expertise Greater Dhaka: RCE Greater Dhaka’s region of focus 

includes the Dhaka mega-city and the coastal zone of Bangladesh. The RCE is 
currently working to develop understanding on sustainable development and to 
introduce it into educational content and practices in the region. For more

     information,please visit rcegreaterdhaka.org
• Regional Centre of Expertise Munich: RCE Munich helps local citizens, industry 

leaders, public organizations, and community groups build a more resilient society for 
the future by raising awareness of the importance of sustainability as a principle in

    everyday life. For more information, please visit: bene-muenchen.de

4 RCE Peterborough-Kawartha-Haliburton
Our Story

The pathway to our designation started in 2016 with a visit by UNESCO Chair for Education 
for Sustainable Development, Charles Hopkins. After observing the sustainability work 
being undertaken in this region, he described the Global RCE Initiative and encouraged local 
leaders to consider applying. A few months later, a group of educators and community 
leaders  gathered together over a potluck supper and inventoried the work they were doing.
It was clear that there was a lot going on in this region!

The potential to strengthen local networks and to showcase our regions’ sustainability 
education initiatives around the world was exciting, and with only one month to put 
together an initial RCE application, that initial group of community stakeholders and
volunteers worked together to gather as much information as possible.



Key Highlights from Our Application

While there is much to celebrate, a few key highlights include: 

• Post-Secondary Institutions: The region has forty years of experience in graduating students with 
sustainability skills. It is the first region in Canada to formalize Environmental Studies and Indigenous 
Studies through Trent University, and the first to embed environmental education across all applied

    programs through Fleming College.
• Local school boards: The Kawartha Pine Ridge Public School Board, the Peterborough Victoria, Nor-

thumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board, the Trillium Lakelands District School 
Board, and Conseil scolaire de district catholique Centre-Sud, are pursuing long-term objectives that 
are consistent with the RCE, including Indigenous Knowledge-based education and outdoor education.

    They are also participating in an exciting new initiative called the Pathway to Stewardship.
• Government: Ontario's head office for the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is located in the 

City of Peterborough. The City and County of Peterborough, and the City of Kawartha Lakes, also have
    comprehensive Sustainability Plans that help to advance sustainable development goals. 
• Community: At the community level, organizations including GreenUP, Camp Kawartha, For Our 

Grandchildren, Kawartha World Issues Centre, U-Links, Abbey Gardens, Environment Halibuton, 
Kawartha Conservation, Sacred Water Circle, and Trent Aboriginal Cultural Knowledge and Science 
Program (to name only a few) have decades of experience in initiating innovative environmental, social,

    and cultural education programs that continue to have a lasting imprint on the region. 

w To find out more our local network, visit:  rcekawarthas.com

The initial application process revealed that the work of the people gathered together that first evening 
was just the tip of the iceberg - there is a deep history of transformative programming that has informed 
the environmental and Indigenous education initiatives we see across the region today. By September 
2016, a full application had been developed by a diverse partnership that included academic institutions, 
government agencies, private sector partnerships, NGOs, and community volunteers. The application 
covered a region that includes the City and County of Peterborough, the City of Kawartha Lakes, Halibur-
ton County, Curve Lake First Nation, Hiawatha First Nation, Alderville First Nation, and the Mississaugas
of Scugog Island First Nation.

We received designation as Regional Centre of Expertise for Sustainability Education in December 2016,
and are currently embarking on an exciting, developmental year. 

As we go forward, we are honoured to be learning more about the amazing work that is happening in the 
area to strengthen Indigenous Knowledge across curricula, to create meaningful opportunities for
outdoor and nature education, to support skills development for green jobs, and so much more!



5 RCE Peterborough-Kawartha-Haliburton
Key Objectives
The application identified six long-term objectives that will guide the work of the 
local RCE network moving forward. These include:

• To recognize the vital importance of Indigenous Knowledge systems as they engage 
across all curricula;

• To implement age-appropriate sustainability and stewardship education frameworks 
from pre-school to secondary school, in both formal and informal settings;

• To build strong bridges between school curriculum and the spectrum of programs 
offered at Trent University and Fleming College;

• To link post-secondary programs and community-based training programs to green 
jobs, research, and innovation in the region;

• To develop reciprocal exchanges of sustainability knowledge and practice between 
residents within the region and with communities across the globe; and,

• To facilitate meaningful local action to advance the above objectives in the context of 
the Global Action Plan priorities

6 Launching the Network
In early 2017, GreenUP was successful in obtaining a seed grant from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation to support the work of this new network. This allowed for the hiring of a 
part-time Administrator, as well as contract support from both a Sustainability Policy and 
Education Advisor and an Indigenous Engagement Advisor, in order to begin engagement
 and planning activities across the region.

In June 2017,
launch events were held in 

the City of Kawartha 
Lakes, Haliburton, and 

Peterborough. These were 
a first opportunity to let 

people know about the 
designation and to begin 

to bring our regional 
network together. 



7 Next Steps
During this first developmental year, we’re looking to find ways to engage more fully, 
establish shared communication mechanisms, build partnerships within and outside our 
region, establish an ongoing governance structure, and identify opportunities for
collective action. 

• Community Engagement: Work within the network will include engagement sessions 
focusing on local sustainability education and initiatives, to support shared 
understanding and to strengthen relationships, with the goal of advancing our core

    objectives.
•  Partnership Development: Building from existing partnerships across the region, we 

will work to provide opportunities to exchange best practices in sustainability and 
Indigenous education. We will also be building partnerships within the Global RCE

    Network so that our region has the opportunity to connect with other regions.
•  Communications & Central Website: On an ongoing basis, our website will highlight 

sustainability stories and projects in the region. A regional newsletter and new social 
media channels will connect us together and will also establish new pathways for us to

    share with, and learn from, other RCEs.
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• Governance Structure: Over the 
coming year, our Governance 
structure will take shape, guided by 
an Indigenous Advisory Council. As a 
first step, we are guided by the 
Governance model to the left, and will 
seek input through our ongoing 
engagement process with our 
partners and working groups.  

• Strategic Action Plan: Together, 
through our engagement process, we 
will identify key opportunities for the 
network to promote existing efforts, 
support the work of partner 
organizations, and incubate new 
initiatives in the region. Activities will 
be prioritized based on advancing the 
six key RCE objectives. 

Figure 3: DRAFT GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE



We are grateful for the support
generously provided by the 

 rcekawarthas.com


